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TO AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 069848 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG KU 

SUBJECT: AMINOIL ARBITRATION 

REFERENCE: KUWAIT 1496 

1 . AMINOIL INFORMED THAT EMBASSY DELIVERED SUNDERLAND 
LETTER (REFTEL). AMINOIL PRESIDENT SUNDERLAND TOLD NEA/ARP 
THAT COMPANY HAD RECEIVED LETTER FROM MINISTRY OF OIL SAYING, 

IN EFFECT, THAT AMINOIL HAS NO BASIS FOR SEEKING ARBITRATION 
SINCE ITS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN TERMINATED AND THEREFORE ANY 
AGREEMENT TO ARBITRATION ALSO HAS BEEN TERMINATED. LETTER 
FURTHER STATED THAT KUWAIT DENIES ANY JURISDICTION OF 
BRITISH LAW OR COURTS IN THIS MATTER AND THEREFORE AMINOIL’S 
NAMING OF BRITISH ARBITER IS NOT REPEAT NOT VALID. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS ASKED SUNDERLAND FOR COPY OF GOK LETTER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 069848 

AND HE SAID ONE WOULD BE PROVIDED. HE ADDED THAT MARCH 15 
WAS HIS LAST DAY IN OFFICIAL CAPACITY WITH AMINOIL AND WITH 
PARENT COMPANY, R.J. REYNOLDS. HE SAID HE WOULD REMAIN AS 
CONSULTANT TO AMINOIL DURING ITS NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOK. 

VANCE 
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